
POULTRY AND EGGS 215 

year. The per capita disappearance showed a steady increase since 1941, moving 
from 20-3 doz. to 24-4 doz. in 1944. These figures, of course, are based on the 
total population, so that if the calculations were made on the actual resident popu­
lation of Canada the gains would be even more evident. 

Egg prices were well maintained during 1944. The average price was 29-4 cents 
per doz., being slightly lower than that of the previous year when 31-9 cents was 
the average for all grades sold. This reduction in price was general in all provinces. 
The paying price for Grade A Large during the season was 35J cents f .o.b. Montreal. 
In 1943 the Government price at the beginning of the year was 37 cents, although 
it was subsequently reduced to 36 cents, and to 34 cents in the early spring. From 
Apr. 19 to Dec. 31, the average was only 35 cents. During the latter part of the 
1944 season the market price rose above the Government quotation of 35^ cents. 

Poultry on farms as at June 1, 1944, numbered 91,669,000 as compared with 
79,228,000 in the previous year. This increase of nearly 16 p.c. was distributed 
among the nine provinces, the greatest advance being shown in Saskatchewan, 
followed by lesser increases in Quebec, Nova Scotia and Alberta. Hens and chickens 
showed a percentage advance comparable to that of total poultry, while turkeys 
increased slightly over 14 p.c. Ducks and geese showed increases of approximately 
5 p.c. and 23 p.c, respectively. 

The production of poultry meat in 1944 was the highest on record, showing a total 
of 315;176,000 lb. or approximately 50,000,000 lb. more than that produced in 1943. 

Domestic disappearance of poultry meat advanced from 269,871,000 lb. in 
1943 to 315,157,000 lb. in 1944. This gain is all the more striking when it is 
remembered that the rationing of other meats was discontinued during the year, 
giving the consumer a greater latitude in the selection of meat products. The gain 
in domestic disappearance was accompanied by a reduction of approximately 750,000 
lb. in stock holdings as between Jan. 1, 1944 and Jan. 1, 1945. In 1943, on the 
other hand, stocks increased by almost 10,000,000 lb. between the beginning and 
the end of the year. In every case there was an increase in per capita consumption 
over 1943, total poultry showing an advance of approximately 4 lb. 

18.—Numbers, Prices and Values of Farm Poultry in Canada, 1910-14, and by 
Provinces, 1913 and 1911 
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63,199,699 
63,384,148 
73,813,209 
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2,491,000 

13,034,000 
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1-97 
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315 
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» 
6,291,000 
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1 Includes geese and ducks. » Revised since the publication of the 1943-44 Year Book. 


